Minutes of the Awareness Seminar on Wet Land Day Celebration 

Held on 24nd March, 2009 at Forest Department Conference Hall

The Tamil Nadu State Land Use Board (SLUB) and the Department of Environment have jointly organized a Seminar on “Wet Lands” to commemorate the world wet Land day celebration. The theme of the World wet land day is “Upstream – Down stream: Wetlands connect us All”  This one-day seminar on was organized in the Conference Hall of Forest Department, more than 40 Government Officers, Scientists and representatives from NGO’s have participated and presented papers. The presented papers will be published as Proceedings.  

Inaugural session:

Dr. R. Annamalai, Director, Department of Environment during his key note address said that Tamil Nadu has nearly 39,000 lakes, tanks and ponds, each and every village in the state has a cultural attachment to these water bodies. During drought the farmers used to desilt the water bodies.  Mr. R. Sundararaju, Principal Chief Conservator of Forest and Chief wildlife Warden, Chief Guest of the seminar said that the wetlands in the country were facing serious threat due to urbanization and environmental degradation, Pallikaranai Marsh in Chennai was spread over 6,000 hectares two decades ago now reduced to 1,000 acres now due to the impact of urbanization and industrialization. Tmt.M. Jayanthi, I.F.S., Head of Division, Tamil Nadu State Land Use Board said inventory on important wetlands in India is essential, the Directory of Asian wetlands lists 93 wetlands of International Importance in the country. How ever, no information was available on the type and extend of these wetlands. Hence, the information is a baseline requirement for forming protected area network and conservation.

Importance of Wetlands:

Wetland systems directly and indirectly support lakhs of people, providing goods and services to them and have numerous functions:

· Provide habitat for plants and animals such as amphibians, fish, reptiles, mammals and birds 

· Help control flood waters by acting like a giant sponge, absorbing water during heavy rainfall then slowly releasing it back into the ecosystem 

· Assist in erosion control as they are often located between water bodies and high ground. The roots of the vegetation help to protect soil from high impact events such as wave action or heavy rainfall events 

· Important culturally and for recreational activities 

· Enhance water quality as they act like giant kidneys, purifying and processing nutrients, suspended materials and other pollutants 

Dr. P. Sanjeeva Raj and Dr. V. Deepak Samuel, Madras Christian college made a presentation on the Geological origin and the history of Pulicat lake and the importance of conserving the lake for sustaining the livelihood of the fisherman community. His paper highlighted following Ecological treats and also suggested conserving measures to save the pulicut from the human pressure and industrialization. Dr. P. Sanjeeva Raj requested all the participants to vote to declare Pulicat as Ramsar site.

· Summer closure of Pulicat Lake-mouth (Annual dredging)

· Rapid shrinkage of Lake area and depth, due to monsoon siltation and geological uplifting in the North (Strip-dredging the lake)

· Increase in fishing pressures, overfishing for exports (Banning destructive gears, mesh-size regulation and weaning away from fishing to eco-toursim etc.

Dr. D. Narasimhan, Centre for ffloristic Research, Department of Botany, Madras Christian College briefed on the types of invasive species and the IUCN guidelines for the prevention of biodiversity loss caused by alien invasive species. He said there are four substantive concerns addressed by IUCN for eradicating Invasive Alien Species  are 1.improving understanding and awareness;2. strengthening the management response (including prevention, eradication  and control); 3. providing appropriate legal and institutional mechanisms;4. Enhancing knowledge and research efforts. He has also suggested following suggestion for the policy makers to control the invasive alien species:

· Policy on invasive alien species either at the state level or at the 

· National level is either lacking or inadequately address the issue

· Mapping of current locations of occurrence is important to understand the future routes of spreading  

· Eradication measures do not work satisfactorily

· Control measures are  to be emphasized

· Plant quarantine measures to be made more stringent 

· Each  quarantine office should have a qualified taxonomist
Dr. C. Thomson Jacob, Senior Programme officer, ENVIS Centre made a presentation on the impact of Pallikaranai due to urbanisation and industrialisation and said, the Pallikaranai Marsh is amongst the few and last remaining natural wetlands of South India. The free flow of water within the entire marsh has been totally disrupted due to mega construction activities and consequent road laying. A garbage dump that extended over an area of 50 ha in 2003 has since spread substantially and at present covers and impacts 132 ha. Additionally, there exist a growing number of encroachments along the periphery of the marsh. He has briefed the ecological services provided by the marsh, rich with several plant species (61 species of flowering plants) and fauna (10 species of mammals, 112 species of birds, 21 species of reptiles, 9 species of amphibians, 46 species of fish, 7 species of butterflies, 5 species of Crustaceans and 9 species of Mollusks). He has also highlighted the major threats like air and water Pollution.

During the technical session following experts made a presentation on the following topics:

1. Dr. Lalitha Vijayan, SACON, Coimbatore : Wetland Ecosystem

2. Dr. P.J. Sanjeeva Raj, Professor, CRENIO: Pulicat Lake Status and Future Conservation Strategies

3. Dr. R. Annamalai, Director, Department of Environment: Mangrove Wetlands of Tamil Nadu.

4. Dr. D. Narasimhan, Reader in Botany, Madras Christian College: Invasive Alien Species of Wetlands

Dr. C. Thomson Jacob, Senior Programme officer, ENVIS Centre: Environment and Biodiversity Status of Pallikaranai Wetlands of Tamil Nadu
